
What career after an MSCA doctoral 
fellowship?

f

Evidence from the MSCA end-of-fellowship questionnaires

Anouk Lafortune (DG EAC, European Commission)



Tracking MSCA projects’ impacts and fellows’ 
career development

Evaluation 
Questionnaire

Follow-up
 Questionnaire

MCAAProject reporting

CORDA

End of 
project

Within 3 
months after

Within 2 
years after

Throughout alumni’s 
careers…

(from 1996 until now)

EU Survey EU Survey MCAA surveys

End-of-fellowships’ questionnaires

Key studies & publications:

➢New ! Results of the MSCA end-of-fellowships’ questionnaires: 2024 
update published here (with previous reports)

➢Evaluation Study of the European Framework Programme for R&I for excellent 
science – Horizon 2020 (available here) and Annexes (here) (2023)

➢MSCA/MCAA Survey 2020: Results (available here)

➢Marie Curie researchers and their long-term career 
development (2014) (available here)

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3c78764e-e281-11ee-8b2b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/048c35b7-149e-11ee-806b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/bbdfee66-149d-11ee-806b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/067820f2-9524-11ec-b4e4-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-252197835
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9c2cb7d8-3773-430c-b1c0-db94ec421b01/language-en/format-PDF/source-279647864


Employment status of MSCA doctoral 
researchers after the fellowship
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ENV - Environment and Geosciences (n=538)

CHE - Chemistry (n=796)

SOC - Social Sciences and Humanities (n=605)

LIF – Life Sciences (n=2210)

ECO - Economic Sciences (n=70)

ENG - Information Science and Engineering
(n=1683)

PHY – Physics (n=690)

MAT - Mathematics (n=141)

Grand Total (n=6733)

Employment status at the end of the fellowship of 
MSCA doctoral fellows, by scientific fields  (2018-2023)

Employed In education/training Unemployed Inactive for other reasons

Data collected between 2018 and 2023:

• At the end of the fellowship (3 years)*, 
around 49% of MSCA doctoral 
researchers have found employment, 
with variations across scientific fields

• Those not employed are either still in 
training (26%), unemployed (15%) or 
inactive for other reasons (10%) (e.g. 
career break)

• Two years later, the unemployment rate 
of former doctoral fellows is significantly 
lower at 7%

* The end of the fellowship (3 years) does not necessarily 
coïncide with the completion of the PhD



Sector of employment of former MSCA researchers

• Majority of employed former doctoral 
fellows still in academia after the 
fellowship 

• With the exception of Industrial 
Doctorate’s (EID) graduates

• Main sectors of employment outside 
academia:
➢ Private for-profit (45% large 

companies, 25% SMEs)
➢ Private non-profit (9%)
➢ Public administration (9%)
➢ Other (12%)

• Sector of employment varies 
according to scientific fields 64%
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Share of employed former MSCA fellows working 
in the non-academic sector, by type of action 

(2018-2022)
Two years later

Within three
months after

* actions/sub-actions with missing data, because the question is either not included in the questionnaire 
(RISE in evaluation questionnaire), or the sample is currently too low



Thank your for your attention!

#MSCA #HorizonEU
@MSCActions

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now 
is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Subscribe to the MSCA NEWSLETTER:
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/eac/user-subscriptions/2309/create

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/eac/user-subscriptions/2309/create
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