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Research Careers 
for the Future



Agenda
● The importance of research careers

● What is a research career

● Needed change

● Turn the Framework into action
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The importance of research careers
–

Do we educate too many PhDs?

3



(2021) DocEnhance D1.2

The importance of research careers
Do we educate too many PhDs? – No. 

(Certainly not if judging from market demand.)
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The importance of research careers
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Source:https://www.iucn.org/news/ecosystem-management/201908/17th-september-
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What is a research career, anyway?
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Traditional academic career path
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Actual career pathways
NEW CATEGORIES:

R1 First stage researcher

R2 Recognised researcher

R3 Established researcher

R4 Leading researcher

● Different sectors!

● Still all linear…?
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The times, they are changing.
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Research Assessment
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Training
● Transferable Skills are

Core Professional Skills!

● The Doctorate –

A Research Education

● A career step in preparation 

of diverse career paths

● Personal development and

further training throughout

the career
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Recognition & Expectations

1. All researchers should be recognised

as professionals – starting at R1!

1. Working conditions need be adapted

– to abolish precarity

2. Expectations should be better aligned

– in both directions
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EU Framework 
for Research Careers
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EU Framework for Research Careers

14Further reading: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1640/oj

+Charter   +Code   +ResearchComp



Thank you for your attention!
Questions?
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Follow Eurodoc on Social Media:
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